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VIII. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The publishers of these translations of some of Plato's masterpieces * are to be 
congratulated upon the fidelity with which the original has been rendered into 
good English, reproducing the noble and graceful expressions and lofty ideals of 
the great philosopher. Gorgias, the polite and versatile rhetorician, who boasts 
that by the skillful use of speech he can win every one to his way of thinking, and 
therefore claims for rhetoric the highest place among the arts, is confronted by 
Socrates, who stoutly disputes this position, and classes rhetoric among such dex- 
terous and minor arts as fancy cookery and flattery. In this dialogue the great 
thoughts of fciocrates, as to " the best way of life" and the supremacy of " the 
good," are opposed to the airy and flippant philosophy of expediency. These 
translatiots should command a wide circle of modern readers. 

In a series of short papers,* Professor Alexander presents very fairly some 
of the principal subjects debated in modern philosophy. He truly says that " to 
enumerate all of the difficulties of philosophy which have thus far not been wholly 
removed would be to give a synopsis of a philosophical system," and he contends 
that scientific preparation for encountering these difficulties is as essential to the 
philosopher as it is in another sense to the surgeon. Just what is meant in this con- 
nection by " scientific" is not quite clear — probably a careful mental training and 
discipline ; for he adds : " In the mysterious country lying between theology and phi- 
losophy " — metaphysics we presume — " many a hopeful, speculative mind has been 
lost in doubt or extravagant theory." Again he says : " The history of failures" — 
to explain the nature of being as distinct from appearances — ' 'has led some to think 
that failure is the inevitable consequence of metaphysical inquiry." He dissents 
from this position, as also from the position taken by the metaphysical dogmatist, 
bub insists on the importance both of analysis and synthesis in establishing a sound 
system. He would avoid the one extreme of skepticism, as applied to the unsolved 
questions of philosophy, as well as the other extreme of relying on traditional 
opinions, which modern investigations have exploded. Students of philosophy will 
find this little treatise very helpful. 

In this series of thirteen lectures delivered on Sunday evenings before a city 
congregation,? we find a capital and exceedingly interesting statement of the 
latest phases of Egyptian discovery. One object of these lectures — probably the 
chief— is to demonstrate the truth of Scripture prophesy ; and certainly some of 
the facts disclosed are of great significance, and calculated not only to delight the 
religious reader who implicitly believes in his Bible, but also to awaken new inter- 
est in Biblical questions. Dr. Robinson excels in a masterly simplicity of style, 
and has, justly, a reputation for scholarly accuracy and diligence, and it is there- 
fore not surprising that this little book has proved to be exceedingly sought after 
by teachers in Sunday-schools and many others. It is a book that any person of 
average intelligence will find readable and instructive. The author narrates the 
particulars of the discovery of the burial place at Deir-el-Bahari, and graphically 

* "Talks with Socrates about Life." Translations from the Gorgias and the Repub- 
lic of Plato. Charles Scribner's Sons. 

t " Some Problems of Philosophy." Archibald Alexander, Professor of Philosophy in 
Columbia College. Charles Scribner's Sons. 

t " The Pharaohs of the Bondage and the Exodus." By Chas. S. Robinson, D.D. 
The Century Company. 
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describes the identification of the mummies of "the king who knew Joseph," 
"the father of Pharaoh's daughter," of Seti I., who put to death the male chil- 
dren of the Hebrews, and other famous personages. There are also interesting 
chapters on Goshen, Pithom, and Zoan, and discussions on the wonders of Egypt 
and certain points of exegesis and doctrine growing out of this subject. 

It is a matter for some surprise that until the appearance of the little book here 
noticed* no person competent for the task had undertaken to write an account of 
the Draft Eiots in New York in 1863. As a piece of purely local history, the story 
is well worth telling. And not alone for New York, but for all great cities are 
the lessons which grow out of this narrative worthy of serious attention. Great 
cities are proverbially the centres of bad as well as good influences, and in them 
all the depraved and reckless and criminal classes find hiding places, constituting 
the volcanic force which may at any moment, in times of excitement, work 
its way by upheaval and explosion to the surface. The author, who took 
the part of a volunteer special in helping to quell the riots of 1863, writes from 
recollection ; but not only so, for he tells us that he has carefully searched the 
newspapers of the period, and all the official dispatches and records for materials 
and dates, besides comparing notes with officials and others who were eye-wit- 
nesses of the events. He has also submitted his manuscript to the highest authori- 
ties for revision. The work may, therefore, be regarded as historic and trust- 
worthy. The writer is satisfied that the draft for army recruits was but the prick- 
ing of a great social tumor, and that it was not the mechanics and artisans, but 
the great restless mob at the very base of society, led on by designing communists 
and demagogues, who brought about the trouble. He thinks that there are the 
same elements in our cities to-day as in 1863, and that true wisdom lies in being in 
a state of constant preparation to overpower them. He states that there are now 
about thirty thousand known convicts in the city of New York, and at least as 
many unknown convicts, besides the evil-disposed who sympathize with them. 
These are the volcano under the city. No possible outbreak could last longer than 
a few days, but in a few hours a fearful amount of destruction of property and 
loss of life could be brought about. To prevent a mob gaining headway by even 
a few hours should, in his opinion, always be manifestly in the power of the au- 
thorities. 
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